
 

 
 

Call for papers for the third issue of the online journal 

Revista Épicas dedicated to "The epic and women" 

 

Coordination number: 

Christina Ramalho (Universidade Federal de Sergipe) 

Fabio Mario da Silva (Universidade Federal do Sul e Sudoeste do Pará/ CLEPUL-Univ. 

de Lisboa) 

 

Thematic dossier: "The epic and women" 

 

Many researchers, until recently, associated the epic genre exclusively with male 

writing, justifying, for example, that the emphasis that the genre itself has traditionally 

placed on heroic "exploits", on warrior episodes, battles, etc., would not help the 

appropriation/identification with women, in a society in which war, physical force, 

combat and heroism were connoted with the masculine. It seems clear to us that this is a 

gender convention that associates heroic exploits, which for centuries has characterized 

epic poetry, with male authorship and male heroism. We believe that the problem here is 

centered on the type of understanding that critics have of "feminine" and of "epic" itself. 

That is why we will welcome in this third issue of the Revista Épicas proposals that 

analyze epics written by women from different countries and generations, 

demonstrating that the appropriation of this genre is not a male exclusivity and 

highlighting the transformations of society and the consequent influence of these 

transformations on the own gender identity of epic genre. On the other hand, and 

reflecting on the insertion of women in universal epic production, it is also object of 

interest of thematic dossier reflections on the presence of female heroism in epic poetry 

written by men and women. Thus, we present two nuclei of reflection: 
 

1. The epic by female writers: history and unfoldings 

 



In this context, we wait for researches that had as theoretical, critical or historiographic 

focus on epic poetry written by women. Direct or indirect contributions, such as those 

of Lynn Keller, Smaro Kamboureli, Fabio Mario da Silva and Christina Ramalho, who, 

in contemporary times, approached the production of long poems with an epic nature 

written by women, may be resumed, just as we hope to be able to disclose other 

theoretical and critical perspectives on the subject. 

 

2. Women as epic heroines 

 

Here the focus shifts from the authorship to the insertion of women in the epic tradition 

as heroines. It’ll be welcome studies that, addressing social transformations, 

demonstrate new forms of epic heroism, as well as investigations that take into account 

the cases in which female heroines have taken on traditional forms of epic heroic. 

 

Articles may be written in English, French, Spanish, Portuguese or German. (please 

send to revistaepicas@gmail.com). The deadline for submission is December 30th, 

2017. The norms and procedures for publication can be found on the following website: 

www.revistaepicas.com. 

 

The Editorial Board’s evaluation will be sent to all authors by February 20th, 2018. This 

publication is scheduled for June 30, 2018. 

 

 

 


